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A, WEIGHTS FOR NONDOUBLING MEASURES IN R"
AND APPLICATIONS

JOAN OROBITG AND CARLOS PEREZ

ABSTRACT. We study an analogue of the classical theory of A,(u) weights in
R™ without assuming that the underlying measure p is doubling. Then, we
obtain weighted norm inequalities for the (centered) Hardy-Littlewood max-
imal function and corresponding weighted estimates for nonclassical Calderén-
Zygmund operators. We also consider commutators of those Calderén-
Zygmund operators with bounded mean oscillation functions (BMO), extend-
ing the main result from R. Coifman, R. Rochberg, and G. Weiss, Factorization
theorems for Hardy spaces in several variables, Ann. of Math. 103 (1976),
611-635. Finally, we study self-improving properties of Poincaré-B.M.O. type
inequalities within this context; more precisely, we show that if f is a locally
integrable function satisfying ﬁ fQ |f — foldp < a(Q) for all cubes @, then
it is possible to deduce a higher L? integrability result for f, assuming a certain
simple geometric condition on the functional a.

1. INTRODUCTION

The classical theory of harmonic analysis for maximal functions and singular
integrals on (R™, i) has been developed under the assumption that the underlying
measure p satisfies the doubling property, i.e., there exists a constant C' > 0 such
that pu(B(z,2r)) < Cu(B(z,r)) for every x € R™ and r > 0. However, some recent
results on Calderén-Zygmund operators ([NTV1], [NTV2]|, [T1], [T2]) and functions
of bounded mean oscillation ([MMNO], [T3]) show that it should be possible to
dispense with the doubling condition for most of the classical theory. The purpose
of this paper is to present some results which strengthen this point of view.

The use of doubling measures in R™ has two main advantages: (a) one can work
with the nested property of dyadic cubes, and (b) the faces (or edges) of the cubes
have measure zero. The easiness and utility of the dyadic scheme is well known.
The profit of (b) is the continuity of the measure p on cubes. That is, given cubes
Ry C Ry, one can find a monotone family of cubes {Rs}, s € [0,1], such that
Rs C R, if s <t and the map L(s) = p(Rs) is continuous on [0, 1].

Following the previous paper [MMNO], we will renounce (a) but we shall main-
tain property (b). Thus, our point of departure is to consider nonnegative Radon
measures g in R™ without mass-points. Then a result of geometrical measure type
(see [MMNO), Theorem 2]) assures that we may choose an orthonormal system
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in R™ so that any cube ) with sides parallel to the coordinate axes satisfies the
above property (b) (u(0Q) = 0). Throughout this work we shall assume (mak-
ing a rotation if necessary) that the measure u and the orthonormal system have
this property. Moreover, we shall only consider cubes with sides parallel to the
coordinate axes.

Our measure satisfies a Calderén-Zygmund decomposition (see [MMNO] or Sec-
tion 2 later), which is one of the basic and most frequently used tools in the clas-
sical theory. This fact and the argument of its proof will allow us to recover many
results without assuming that the measure u is doubling. Related to the Calderén-
Zygmund decomposition, the Hardy-Littlewood maximal operator also plays a cen-
tral role. Given a locally integrable function f, one defines the (centered) Hardy-
Littlewood maximal function M as

1

where Q(x,r) denotes the cube centered at x with sidelength equal to r. The
noncentered maximal function N is defined as

1
N f(x) SUp ) /Q |fldp,
where the supremum is taken over all cubes @ containing xz. Clearly, M f(z) <
Nf(z), and when the measure p is doubling we also have N f(z) < C M f(x).
However, if p is nondoubling the maximal functions M f and N f may be very
different. For instance, it is well known that the operator M acts on LP(u), p > 1,
and from L!(u) to LY°°(u), whereas this is not the case in general for the operator
N. On the other hand, weights for the noncentered case N have been studied and
characterized by Jawerth [Ta).

The first part of this paper is devoted to developing an analogue of the classi-
cal theory of A,(u) weights with underlying measure p as above. Then, we will
obtain weighted norm inequalities for M and corresponding weighted estimates for
Calderén-Zygmund operators. This result for singular integrals will follow as a con-
sequence of a version of the classical estimate by Coifman proved in [C]. We will
also consider commutators of Calderén-Zygmund operators with BM O, extending
the main result from [CRW].

In the second part of the paper we will study BM O—Poincaré type inequalities.
We will obtain results similar to those obtained in [FPW] and [MP], where the
underlying measure was assumed to be doubling. The main idea is as follows. Let
a: Q — [0,00) be a functional defined on the family of cubes with sides parallel
to the coordinate axes. We want to show that if f is a locally integrable function
satisfying

1
m/QU—fQWMSa(Q)

for all cubes @, then it is possible to deduce a higher LP integrability result for f,
assuming a certain simple geometric condition on a (see (IH) below). Of course,
the case a(Q) = C corresponds to BMO, but it is also related to Poincaré when

considering
_ Q)
“Q =55y 9
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The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 is devoted to defining the A,(u)
class of weights and to studying their properties. In Section 3 we shall prove the
LP(w)-boundedness of M when w € A,(p) (Muckenhoupt’s Theorem). Weights and
commutators for nonclassical singular integral operators are discussed in Section 4.
Self-improving properties are considered in Section 5.

Acknowledgment. We are grateful to J. Mateu and J. Verdera for their interest
and discussions concerning the results of this paper. We thank E. Saksman for
sending us his preprint [Sa]. The second author is very grateful for the hospitality
of the Centre de Recerca Matematica at the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona,
where this work was completed. Finally, we are very grateful to the referee for the
careful reading of the paper and for providing us with some enlightening examples

(see Remark 227)).

2. A,(p) THEORY OF WEIGHTS

The purpose of this section is to describe an A, theory of weights adapted to
our more general underlying measure p. For this purpose we state a version of the
classical Calderén-Zygmund type decomposition adapted to our situation.

A useful tool to prove the lemma will be the following auxiliary maximal function.
For a given cube @ and for each z in the interior of QQ we define the basis

Co(x) = {Qa(r)},

where Q(r) is the unique cube with sidelength r contained in @ which minimizes
the distance from z to the center of Q. (r). The radius of a cube @ is defined to be
half of the sidelength. We define the corresponding maximal function

1
Mqf(x) = sup —/ JW)ldu(y).
of (@) R:ReCq(x) H(R) R| W) duty)
Observe that the properties on g imply that the function
1
ha(r)i= s [ Ifldu
MQz(r) Jo, )

is continuous on [0, 4(Q)] for all z in the interior of Q.

We also denote by Q; = {x € Q : Mg(g)(x) > t} the level set of Mg(g).

Recall that a family of cubes {Q,} is quasidisjoint if there exists a universal
constant C' such that iXQ; < C, where y g denotes the characteristic function of
the set E.

Lemma 2.1 (The Besicovitch-Calderén-Zygmund decomposition). Let Q be a cube
and let g € L' (1)(Q) be a nonnegative function. Also let t be a positive number
such that t > gg = m ngdu and such that y is not empty. Then there is a

family of quasidisjoint cubes {Q;} contained in Q) satisfying

1 / gdu = t
Q) Jo,
for each j and such that

(1) glz) <t forze @\ UQJ-, u—a.e.
J
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In fact we can write
B(n)

(2) UQj =U U e

k=1 i€ Fy

where each of the family {Q;}icx,, k=1,---,B(n), is formed by pairwise disjoint
cubes. B(n) > 1 is usually called the Besicovitch constant.

Proof. Since €, is not empty, for any x € €, there is a cube P, € Cg(z) such
that (u(P;))~" [, gdp > t. Therefore, since h, is continuous, we have a cube

Q€ Co(x) satisfying

1
N(Qx)/Q g =1

with @, € Q. Now, observe that we cannot directly apply the Besicovitch Covering
Theorem, since z may not be the center of (),,. To overcome this obstacle we proceed
as in [MMNO]. For any cube @, we define the rectangle R, in R™ as the unique
rectangle in R™ centered at x such that R, N Q = Q.. Clearly, the ratio of any
two sidelengths of R, is bounded by 2. So, by the Besicovitch Covering Theorem
we have a countable collection of rectangles R; such that they cover €, and every
point of R™ belongs to at most B(n) rectangles R;. Replacing each R; by its
corresponding cube @)}, we get the cubes from the lemma. Finally, () follows by
the Lebesgue differentiation theorem, since x € Q \ €, implies g(z) <t, p-a.e. O

A nonnegative, locally integrable function is called a weight. We will consider
weights which satisfy the following conditions.

Definition 2.2. Let 1 < p < oo and p’ = p/(p — 1). We say that a weight w
satisfies the A,(u) condition if there exists a constant K such that for all cubes Q

I e e

We also say that a weight w satisfies the A§(u) = A;(p) condition if there exists a
constant K such that for all cubes @,

1 / .
— wdp < K essinfw(x).
Q) Jo = zeQ (@)

Finally, we define the A (1) class as Ao (1) = U5 Ap(p)

Observe that, trivially, A; () C A,(p) for all p > 1 and A,(p) C Aq(p) if p < g.
The reason we use the notation A5 (u) = A1 (u) (s for strong) is to distinguish this
class from the class AY(u) (w for weak) of weights w such that for some constant

C
Muw(z) < Cw(z)

almost everywhere in x. Observe that A$(u) C AY(u) and indeed, in the classical
situation, i.e. if the underlying measure is doubling, both conditions are equivalent
and hence A% (u) = AY¥ (). However, and this is a big gap between the two theories,
we will show in Section Blthat, in general, A§(p) C AY(r). In fact the class AP (n)
is too large, since we also show there that it is not a subset of A (u) in general.
We start by proving some of the classical results that hold in our more general
situation. However, as we shall see in next section, not all of them will be true.
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We will use the standard notation w(E) = [ g W dp, for any measurable set E.

Lemma 2.3. For a weight w the following conditions are equivalent:
a) w e As ().
b) For every cube Q

ﬁ/@wdu%exp (ﬁ/@logwdpo.

¢) There are constants 0 < a, B < 1 such that for every cube @
(4) u{z € Q: wi) < Bug)) < an(Q).

d) There are positive constants C and (3 such that for every cube Q and for every
A > wQ

w{rx e :wx) >A}) <CAlu({z e @:w(x) > LBA}).

e) w satisfies a reverse Holder inequality. Namely, there are positive constants
c and § such that for every cube Q

f) There are positive constants ¢ and p such that, for any cube Q and any mea-
surable set E contained in @,

wB) __ (HE)Y’
©) w(@) = (u(@)) |

g) w satisfies the following condition: there are positive constants a, 3 < 1 such
that whenever E is a measurable set of a cube Q

(6) E) <a implies Z— < B.

n(Q)
Remark 2.4. If one removes our standing assumption on the measure p (that is,
w(0Q) = 0 for any cube @ with sides parallel to the coordinates axes), then Lemma
2.3 may be false, as the following examples show (similar one-dimensional examples
can be found in the recent paper [GMOPST]).

The referee provided us with these examples. We are thankful for his/her anony-
mous and lucid contribution.

First, consider on the line the Radon measure =3, 92—k Ou,,, where uy is a
decreasing sequence of positive numbers such that uy | 0 and J, is the point mass
at x. Also let w be the weight which takes on the value 2k’ =k at uy, for each k. Then
one can easily check that w € A;(p), and hence w is in all A,(u), p > 1. Moreover,
the maximal operator M acts from L'(w) to LY (w) (because w € A;(p)) and so
M acts on LP(w), p > 1. However, it is clear that w ¢ L};E(u) for any € > 0, and
so w doesn’t satisfy any reverse Holder inequality.

The second example is a refinement of the previous one. We consider a Radon
measure v on the line that is not atom-free but is fairly nice: it gives positive finite
measure to all bounded intervals. Specifically, let v be the sum of the Lebesgue
measure on R and ), 2% (8, +0_4, ), where now uy, = 2%, Define w(£uy) =
2K =k for each k, and w = 1 everywhere else. Then w € Ap(v) for all p > 1

(w ¢ A1(v)), as can be checked case-by-case (the point masses make only a bounded
difference to the quantities on the left hand side of (3) except for small intervals
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Q close to the origin; in the exceptional case, the one or two point masses in
the interval that are furthest from the origin dominate). Again, it is clear that
w ¢ L f¢(p) for any £ > 0.

As a third example, we define 1 to be the measure on R? which is the product of v
and Lebesgue measure on R. When we pick cubes oriented in coordinate directions,
1 has the same behaviour as v. The extra subtlety is that p is a non-atomic Radon
measure to which the results in this paper apply. But this doesn’t contradict our
results, because now we have chosen the one orientation for cubes that violates

condition (b) on the Introduction.

Proof of LemmalZ3 We will write out the complete proof of this lemma even
though several of the implications are trivial. In the literature (the Lebesgue mea-
sure case) there are different ways to prove the main implication a) = e) , but
only the one that we present can be adapted to our setting. Here we combine the
methods from [CF] and [GCRAFE].

a) = b). By Jensen’s inequality it is enough to show that

ﬁ/@wdugCeXp (ﬁ/@bgwdu).

Since the A, classes are increasing on p, if w € A (p) there exists some py > 1
such that w € A, for p > po. Then, there exists a constant K such that for p > pg

(i ) G fy )<

Letting p tend to co, we obtain b).
b) = c¢). Dividing w by an appropiate constant (to be precise,

o (2 [ o)),

we may assume that fQ logwdp = 0 and, consequently, wg < C. Then
i{z € Q:ul@) < Bug)) < plfe € Q : wiz) < HCY)

- ({x €Q:log(l + @) > log(1 + 5%)})

1

<—= log(1 + w) dy,
log(1 + 5%)

1 1
log(1+ —)du = 7/
/Q w log(1+ 5%) Jo

since fQ logwdp = 0. Now, since log(1+t) <t,¢ >0, we get

[ i SO
Q "

1

reR:w(x) <pw < —
il € Qs ula) < Buod) <
if we choose 8 small enough.

¢) = d). Since we assume that A > wg, we may consider the Besicovitch-
Calderén-Zygmund decomposition {Q;} of w, and we find a family of quasidisjoint
cubes satisfying

1
)\<—/ wdp <2\
wmQ;) Jo,
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for each j. By the properties of the cubes combined with (@) we have

B(n)
w{r e Q:w(x) >A}) < Z Z
k=1 i€Fy
B(n) 2\ B(n)
<2 3 3 — > n{z € Qi w(z) > fug.})
k=1 i€ Fy, k=1

_% ((r € @ w(@) > fua))

since wg, > A > wg.
d) = e). We will be using the formula

P — > p . d>\
/Xf(w) du—p/o Voo € X+ f@) > DS,

which holds for every nonnegative measurable function f and in any arbitrary
measure space (X,v) with nonnegative measure v. Then for arbitrary positive &

we have

L w'*? :L - Sw({z cw(w A
u(@)/Q =y |, Ml @iv@ >

_L wQ Sl {2 . d\
- >/0 Nu({z € @ :w(r) > A} 2

n(@Q
o [ vuteea: <>>A}>‘“

@
146 L ~ 6’(1) X cwlx @
g(wQ)wM(Q)/wQA (fr e Q:u@) > 1) %

< (wg) 4y [N e < Qi) > )

céd 1 > d\
< (wg) "+ sy [ A € Qi) > A T

wq B

co 1
< (w 1+6 + / 1446 d
< (we) B 1(Q) Jg -
If we choose § small enough so that L +s < 1, the last term can be absorbed by the

first term of the string of inequalities.
e) = f). This is just Holder’s inequality with r =14 4. Indeed, if F C Q,

e e o< (g fron) (5G1)

w@) (@)
<zl (@)

and this implies the A, condition (&) with p = 1/r'.
f) = g¢). This is immediate.
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g) = c¢). First observe that condition (@) is equivalent to saying that there are
positive constants o', 3’ < 1 such that, whenever F is a measurable set of a cube

Q)
(7) % <o’  implies 0 <pg.
Then let £ = {z € Q : w(x) > bwg}, where b € (0,1) is going to be chosen now,
andlet B/ = Q\ E ={z € Q: w(z) <bwg}. Then w(E') < bwou(E') <bw(Q).
Then if we take b = 3’ we have that pu(E’) < o' u(Q). This yields ().

Therefore we have shown that ¢) & d) & e) & f) < g).

¢) = a). We use again the fact that condition e) is symmetric, namely that
condition (7) holds. We also use the fact that the measure wdp does not see
hyperplanes parallel to the axes since du does not. Now, if we write du = w™ wdp,
since ¢) < e) we have that there are positive constants ¢ and ¢ such that

1

@ (o fyean) e

Then, if we let § = ﬁ, that is, p = % + 1> 1, we have that w € A,.

The proof of the lemma is now complete. O

Hence

Now w € A,(u), p > 1, obviously implies that wP e Ap(1). Consequently, it
is easy to deduce the following corollary.

Corollary 2.5. Letp > 1 and let w € Ay(p). Then:
(i) There is an € > 0 such that w € Ap_.(u), and therefore

Ap(k) = | Aq(w).

q<p

(ii) There is an n > 0 such that w'™ € A,(u).

It is well known that there is an intimate relationship between the A, weights and
the John-Nirenberg space BMO(u) of locally integrable functions with bounded
mean oscillation. Namely,

1
Sgpm/Qlf—ledu<007

where the supremum is taken over all cubes Q with sides parallel to the cordinate
axes. As a consequence of the John-Nirenberg property for BMO(u) ([MMNO])
and the above lemma, we have the following relationship between weights and
BMO.

Corollary 2.6. (i) If w € Ay (u), then log(w) € BMO(u).
(ii) Fiz p > 1 and let b € BMO(u). Then there exists € > 0, depending upon
the BMO(u) constant of b, such that e** € A,(u) for |z| < e.

We will skip the proof, because the classical one (e.g. [GCRAF], chapter IV]) also
works in our setting.
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3. MUCKENHOUPT’S THEOREM

The purpose of this section is to state the following result, similar to the classical
theorem of Muckenhoupt.

Theorem 3.1. Let 1 < p < oo and suppose that w € A,(). Then, there exists a
constant C' such that for all functions f

Mf(@) wia)du(z) < C | [f(@)] w()du(x).
R? R®

Further, suppose that w € A§(u), Then, there exists a constant C such that for all
functions f

w(fr e R 0f@) > ) £ 5 [ 1@ w@dato)

Recall that this theorem is well known within the classical situation of R™, when
the underlying measure is the Lebesgue measure, or more generally when the un-
derlying measure is doubling. Again we will omit its proof, because it follows from
the standard arguments. The A, condition (B]) and Lemma 2] give the weak type
(p,p) boundedness of M. Then Corollary Al and the Marcinkiewicz interpolation
theorem complete the proof. On the other hand, Jawerth [Ja] and Christ and Feffer-
man [ChE] gave a shorter proof of Muckenhoupt’s result without using the reverse
Holder inequality; this approach doesn’t work in our context.

In contrast with Theorem Bl we have the following negative results, showing
that the class A} is not the right class for the centered maximal function.

Remark 3.2. Let 1 < p < co. The following inequality is false in general:

(8) / M@ w(zdu(@) < C [ |f@) Mu(z)du()
As a consequence, the following inequality is also false in general:
C
wifz € R Mf() > A < 5 / (@) Muw(w)du(a).

Example (suggested to us by F. Soria and A. Vargas). Take p on R™ defined as
dp = exp(—_; | x;)dx, where dx denotes the Lebesgue measure on R", and let
w(x) =exp(}.; | x;). Thus, wdp = de. Again, Q(x,r) denotes the cube centered
at x with sidelength equal to r. Therefore by trivial computations we get that

-1

w(Q($7T)) _ Tn L e—:Ci, 67‘/2 B e—r/Q — wlz r n
w(Q(x,r)) <E ( >> (@) (e”"/Q — e‘”"/2>

w(Q(z,7))
Muw(x) = sup ————= = a,w(x).
( ) r>0 M(Q(iﬂ,?")) " ( )
Observe that this means that w € AY(p). In this example the inequality (&)
becomes
9) [atra<e [ i@
-
Let f be the characteristic function of @, the cube of sidelength 1 and centered
at (1/2,...,1/2). Clearly, [|f(x)|"dz = 1. For each positive integer j we define
Q;j = (j,-..,J) + Qo and let P; be the cube centered at (j +1,...,7 + 1) with

and
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sidelength 2(j + 2). Simply geometry and easy computations give that if z € Q;,
then

W@ (1=
I = ey = e

Consequently
Jouy s =,

and (@) doesn’t hold.
Note that this example shows that

w € AY (1) \ Aoo ()-

Remark 3.3. As a consequence of the above example, the following Wiener type
inequality is false in general: There exists a constant C' such that for any cube @
(including R™ as degenerate case with p(R") = 00) and for A > |f|,

C
(10) < @) dp < pl{x € Q : MF(x) > A}).
{re@:|f(2)[>2}
Proof. Assume that ([I0) is true and take f = w € AY(n), Mw(z) < Aw(z). Then
for A > wq

l/ w(z)dp < Cu({xr € Q :w(z) > A7'A}).
{z€Q: w(z)>\}

A

This is precisely condition d) in Lemma 23l Thus w would belong to Ay, (1), but,
as we remarked in the above example, the class AY(u) is not always contained in

Ao (1) O

We finish this section by noting some gaps in our approach. The first is that we
don’t know if the LP(w)-boundedness of M implies that w € A,(p). We can only
obtain the weaker condition

<@/QM“> (@ /Q w' du>p1 < K.

Let f € Lj,.(1) and take s € (0,1). It is well known that if the measure p is
doubling, then (M f)® belongs to the class 4; ([CR].) In our setting we don’t know
if this result is true.

If we have two Af(u) weights wy and wy and if 1 < p < oo, then it is easy
to check that wlwé_p belongs to the class A,(u). However, we don’t know if the
converse is true. Of course, if the factorization theorem were true, then we would

get the distance in BMO(u) to L™ (u), that is, for f € BMO(u) we would have

nf{|f —gll.: g€ L)} = (sup{r>0: M € A(u)}) .

When p is the Lebesgue measure this result is known as the Garnett-Jones formula
(see [GCRAF] p. 445]).
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4. WEIGHTS AND SINGULAR INTEGRAL OPERATORS

This section is devoted to deducing some weighted inequalities for nonclassical
Calderén-Zygmund integral operators. The theory of Calderén-Zygmund operators
on nonhomogeneous spaces has been developed by Nazarov, Treil and Volberg (see
INTVI] and [NTV2]). We mention that Tolsa has also constructed a satisfactory
theory for the particular case of the Cauchy integral operator ([T1], [T2]).

Fix d > 0 (not necessarily an integer). Throughout this section, x4 will denote a
nonnegative “d-dimensional” Borel measure, i.e., a measure satisfying

w(B(z,r)) < r? forall x€R™r>0.

Given a kernel K on R™ x R™ —i.e. a locally integrable, complex-valued function
defined off the diagonal— we say that it satisfies the standard “d-dimensional”
estimates if there exist 6 € (0,1] and A > 0 such that

L |K(z,y)| < Alz —y[~%,

2 |K(x.y) ~ K(=y) < AL
. i — z E—————
)y 7y - |x_y|d;’,67

|z — 2|
3. |K(y7x)_K(yaz)|§A|z_y|d+5a

whenever z,y,z € R” and |z — z| < 3|z — y|.
A bounded linear operator T on L?(u) is called a Calderén-Zygmund integral
operator with Calderén-Zygmund kernel K if for every f € L?(u),

Ti@) = | Kzy)fy)duy)

for p-almost every x € R™ \ supp f.
A way to define the L2-boundedness is as follows. Consider the family of the
truncated operators T,

i@ = [ K.

We say that T is bounded in L?(y) if all T are uniformly (in €) bounded in L? ().
In [NTVI] it is proved that this holds if and only if each T, (and its adjoint)
is uniformly bounded on characteristic functions of squares. Moreover, the L2-
boundedness is equivalent to the LP-boundedness, for any p € (1, 00). We refer the
reader to the cited works of Nazarov, Treil and Volberg for exhaustive information
on Calderén-Zygmund operators on nonhomogeneous spaces.

Our starting point is that we have a Calderén-Zygmund integral operator T" with
a kernel K as before. Therefore, the operator 7" is bounded on LP(), and we want
to conclude that T is bounded on LP(w) if w € A,(u). Precisely,

() | @pe@dne) < ¢ [ 1@Pu@i).

where C is a constant independent of € and f. However, not all weights satisfying
(II) belong to the class A,(p). There is an example of this fact in [Sal, in which
the operator T is the Hilbert transform and the measure p is the Lebesgue measure
restricted to a particular open set of R.

We have all ingredients to prove (I); in fact we have the well-known method
(e.g. [St, pp. 205-209]), the classical “good A inequality” (as used in [V]) and
weights for the centered maximal function (our contribution).
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Without loss of generality we assume that p(0Q) = 0 for any cube @ (we need
this property to apply our weight’s properties). For technical reasons we redefine
the truncated operators T,

T.f(x) = / K (2, 9)f (9)du(y)
yZQ(x,e)

where Q(z,¢) is the cube centered at z and with sidelength . Observe that the
difference between the truncated operator using a ball of radius € and the tru-
cated operator using a cube of sidelength ¢ is pointwise bounded by the centered
maximal function. Therefore, they have the same behavior with respect to the
LP-boundedness.

For each € > 0 and f € LP(u) we define the maximal operator

T? f(x) == sup|Ts f ()]
o>e

(it is known that T*f € LP(u) and the operator T is weak type (1,1) [NTV2],
2)).

Then we will prove that for any w € A, and for appropiate constants a, 3 and
v we have

(12) w({z: T2 f(x) > (1+6)t, Mf(z) <at}) <aw({a: T2 f(z) > t})

for all t > 0. Therefore, if a? < (1 + )71, this relative distributional inequality
easily gives:

Theorem 4.1. Let 0 < p < 0o and suppose that w € Ax (). Then the inequality

|1z f@Pu@dn) <€ [ Mi@Pu@ue)

Rﬂ,
holds for every f for which the left hand side is finite.

Clearly, () is a corollary of this theorem.

Since the statement of inequality ([[Z) is somewhat simpler when w = 1 (and since
its proof easily implies the general case), we first consider that special situation. The
set Q@ ={x e R": T} f(x) >t} is open (by definition of T and because u(9Q) = 0
for any cube Q). Therefore we can decompose it as a disjoint union Q = (JQ;
of Whitney cubes: they are mutually disjoint and 2diam (Q;) < dist (Q;,Q°) <

Moreover, the family 4Q); is almost disjoint with constant 4", and obviously
4Q; C Q. We are going to show that, given § > 0 and 0 < o < 1, there exists
v = (0, a,n) such that for all j

(13)  preQ; :Trf(m)>(1+ /)t and Mf(z) <t}) < ap(4Qy).
Then, summing over j,
n({z: Tof(2) > (L4 A) and Mf(x) < 4t}) < ad"p(Q).

Choosing « so that ad™ < 1, we get (I2) for the special case w = 1. For general w,
recall that if w belongs to As(p), there are positive constants ¢ and p such that
for all cubes @ and all subsets F C @,

v =< (iw)
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Looking back at (I3]), we obtain
Wil € QT2 f@) > 1+ /)t and M) < 1}) < carw(dQ;).
Summing again over j, we get
w{z:Trf(x) > 1+ 06)t and Mf(z) <~t}) < caf4"w(Q).

Choosing « so that ca?4™ < (1 + 3)~t, we would finally get ([I2).

It remains to prove (I3). Fix j and set Q = Q; and r = [(Q). Assume that there
exists b € Q so that M f(b) < ~t (if not, the set appearing in (3] would be empty).
Let z be a point in Q° (that is, T f(z) < t) such that dist (z,Q) = dist (Q, Q2°).
Now we turn our attention to some simple geometric facts about the cube @, and
observe that

Q C P=Q(b, )C4QCB Q(z,18r).
Set fi = fxg and fo = f — fi1. Then forz e @ and § > ¢,

T3 < [Ts(fxr x|+—/|f )] dua(y)
< T*(fxr)(@) + CMA(b
< T(fp)@) + O,

and so

Tsf (x)] < |Ts falx)| + T2 (fxp)(x) + Crt.

To compare T fo(x) with T f2(z) we use the standard arguments (see [Stl p. 208]).
We get

| Ts fa(x) = Ts f2(2)| < CM f(b)

and

Tsfo(z)| S T2 f(z) <t

Therefore
T f(z) <TZ(fxp)(x) + 1+ Cy)t, z€Q.
Now choose 7 so that 2C~ < 8 and consequently
{reQ T () > (L4 ) and Mf(a) <41} € {x € Q: T (fxr)la) > 51}
Finally, since T is weak type (1,1), we have

u({er:T;uxP)() —t}) [ rwlan

m /|f dualy) _w p(P)M f(b)
< %W@Q) < ap(4Q),

always provided that v is chosen small enough so that C37 1y < a. O

As an application of our result we shall prove that the commutator [b, T.] defined
as

[vas]f = b'Tef _Ts(b'f)
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is a bounded operator in LP(u) when b € BMO(u). This is an extension of the
classical result of Coifman, Rochberg and Weiss [CRW].

Theorem 4.2. Let b € BMO(u), w € Ap(u), p > 1, and let T be a Calderdn-
Zygmund operator. Then

6, Te1 | o wy < CHBIIF1| Lo (w)-

Our proof is very close to the less known proof of the theorem in [CRW]J, see for
instance [GCRAF), p. 473]. Tolsa [T3] has proved that the same result holds when
w = 1 if one replaces b € BMO(u) by b € RBMO(11), another space of functions of
bounded mean oscillation more adapted to work with singular integrals and sharp
maximal functions. His proof doesn’t use weights, but it is based on the use of a
sharp maximal operator.

Proof. To simplify notation we will write 7" instead of T.. By Corollary (ii)
there is 7 > 0 such that w'*7 € A,(x). Then using Corollary (ii) we choose
d > 0 such that exp(spb(1+n)/n) € Ay(p) if 0 < s(1 +n)/n < § with uniform
constant. For z € C we define the operator

S.f =T (e b f).
We claim that

152 fll e w)y < CllfllLrw)

uniformly on |z| < s < dn/(1 4+ n).
The function z — S, f is analytic, and by the Cauchy theorem, if s < dn/(1+n),

d 1 Szf

Esz.ﬂz:O = 5

dz.
o *

2
|z|l=s %

Observing that

d
Eszf|z=0 = [b7 T]f

and applying the Minkowski inequality to the previous equality, we conclude that

1 1S f |lLr(w) C
T )< = —_— < — P(w) -
P e e e P P

Thus, we are left with proving the claim, which is equivalent to
(14) /ITf(x)lp exp(R(2)pb(z)) w(z) dy(x)
< C/If(x)l” exp(R(2)pb(z)) w(z) du(z).

We write wq := exp(R(2)pb(1+n)/n) and wy := w*". Since wy and w; belong to
Ap(p), we have

/ T () Pwo(z) du(z) < C / (@) Puwo () diu(z)
and

/ ITF (&) P () dpu(r) < C / (@) [Py () dyu(z).
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Now, by the Stein-Weiss interpolation theorem (e.g. [Bell p.115]) we have that
J1rs@Pusul du) < € [ 17@)Pofof dua),

and taking 6 = (1+7)~! we get (4. O

5. BMO-POINCARE INEQUALITIES

In this section we shall apply the results from Section 2 to extend the main
theorem from [FPW]| and [MP] to our setting. It has been shown in these papers
that there is a unified theory of some well known classical results concerning LP
properties of functions with some kind of smoothness, more precisely with control
on the oscillation. In particular it is shown that, for instance, both the classical
Sobolev theorem and the LP property of BM O functions are part of a more general
phenomenon of self-improving properties.

As in [FPW] and [MP], we impose the following discrete condition on the func-
tional a relative to a locally integrable weight function w.

Recall that a functional a is a function a : @ — [0,00), where Q denotes the
family of cubes with sides parallel to the coordinate axes. Recall that we use the
notation w(E) = [, wdpu.

Definition 5.1. Let 0 < r < oo, and let w be a weight function. We say that the
functional a satisfies the weighted D, condition if there exists a finite constant C'
such that for each cube @ and any family A of pairwise disjoint subcubes of @,

(15) > a(P)'w(P) < C"a(Q) w(Q).

PeA

We denote by ||a|| the best constant C.

We introduce the notation

w1\ T : €T r
lg] (zeQ:lg( )|>t})>

LT (Quw) — St’l;g ¢ ( w(Q)

for the normalized weak or Marcinkiewicz L" norm.

Before we present our result we need to make some observations in order to adapt
to our setting some well known properties of the so—called optimal polynomials,
defined as follows. Fix a cube ) and a nonnegative integer m. The space P,
of real-valued polynomials of degree at most m is a Hilbert space with the inner
product

1
m/Qfgdﬂ-

Consider the orthonormal basis {¢,}, |v| < m, obtained by applying the Gram—
Schmidt orthonormalization process to the power functions {z"}, |v| < m. Observe
that

1 1/2
16 vl e gc<—/ %Qdu) =C,
(16) vl L= (q) Q) QI |

since the space P,, is finite dimensional, and so all norms on it are equivalent. The
constant C' depends only on m.



2028 JOAN OROBITG AND CARLOS PEREZ

We let Py be the operator defined by

1
Pof(z) = —/ fevdp (),
o/ (@) |Vz<:m 1(@Q) Jo (

which is a projection from L'(Q) onto P,,. By (If) we have the following key
property:

B
a7 Pal i < 2oy | 1 Wldu(o)

1PQ [l (®)) 1(Q) Q| |

where v = C2. Observe that when m = 0, Pof = fo =
polynomials Py f are optimal in the sense that

m fodu. These

1 1
. o i
gy 1wl gy [~ P an

In fact we may replace the L' norm by any L? norm, 1 < p < oco. Indeed, the
inequality in the direction “<” is trivial. To prove the opposite inequality, observe
that since Pg is a projection we have Pom = 7 for any polynomial of degree at
most m, and therefore

1 1
m/¢g|f_PQf|dM<m/Q(|f_7r|+|PQ(f_7r)|)d#

RN T _ LRy
by (D).

Theorem 5.2. Let p be a measure as above and let w be an Ao (1) weight. Let a be
a functional satisfying the D, condition (I3). Suppose that f is a locally integrable
function such that for all cubes @Q in R™

1
(18) 57 [ 1~ Posldu < (@
Then there exists a constant C such that for all the cubes @ in R™
1f = Pofl,. .., <Clalla(@.

Corollary 5.3. Under the same hypothesis of the theorem, if 0 < p < r, then there
exists a constant C' = C(p), independent of f and Q, such that

(s - Po " wi) " < Olallat).

This is a consequence of the well-known inequality

1 » 1/p
— h|” wd, < Cpr IR prioo (g5
(0 [0 wdn) < Cor s

which holds in any measure space of finite measure, and whenever p lies between
zero and r.
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Proof of Theorem [222. To prove the theorem we adapt the method considered in
[FPW| Appendix], which again is based on the good—A method.

The first step. For a fixed cube Q we let E(Q,t) = {z € Q : |f(z) — Pof(z)| >
t} and Q(Q,t) = {x € Q : Mg(f — Pof)(z) > t}. Observe that by the Lebesgue
differentation theorem E(Q,t) C Q(Q,t), u-almost everywhere. We want to prove
that

»w(Q(Q, 1)) r

(19) st — o) = Ca(Q)
with a constant C independent of ¢ > 0. First observe that we may assume that
t > a(Q), since otherwise ([3) is easy. With this assumption the Besicovitch-
Calderén-Zygmund decomposition of |f — Pgf| gives us a family {Q!} of cubes
strictly contained in @), such that

1
(20) @/q|f—PQf|du=t

and such that Q(Q,t) C |, Q! p—almost everywhere. Since w is absolutely contin-
uous with respect to u, we have

w(EB(Q,1)) < Zw(Qﬁ)-

For any of these cubes Q! we perform again the corresponding Besicovitch-Calderdén-
Zygmund decomposition of | f — Pg f| at level ¢t with ¢ > 1, and we obtain another
family of subcubes {Q?t}, strictly contained in Qf, such that for each j

1
(21) e [ 1f = Pofldu=at,
p(QI) Jou
and hence, for each i, {z € Q} : |f(z) — Pof(z)] > qt} C U; Q;I-t (p—almost
everywhere). On the other hand, if z € Q@ \ |; Q] then x ¢ J; Q?t, and hence
|f(z) — Pof(z)] < gt p—almost everywhere. Therefore

(22) E(Q,qt) = U{x €Q; : |f(x) = Pof(x)] > qt} C UQ?t

p—almost everywhere, and consequently

w(B(Q, qt)) < Zw(@‘;f)-

The second step (good-lambda inequality). Recall that ||a|,v, B(n) > 1
denote the constants in ([5), (I7) and the Besicovitch constant respectively. Also,
p denotes the constant in the A, condition ().

We claim the following:

There exists a constant ¢ such that for each ¢ > v and 0 < € < ||a|| and
t > 0 the following estimate holds:

@ @) < B (W S w(@l) + 1ol a(@)’“w@)) .

%
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Let us observe first that for ¢ < a(Q) the inequality (23]) trivially holds. Indeed,
since the family {Q?t} has bounded overlap with constant B(n)?, we have
llall”
entr

Y w(@}) < B(n)*w(Q) < [B(n))”

J

(@) w(Q),

which is smaller than the right side of the inequality.

From now on we fix € > 0 and ¢ > a(Q). Using (@), it is easy to see that we may
assume that the cubes {Q!} are pairwise disjoint, as well as the cubes {qu} inside
each cube Q!. Therefore we only have to prove [Z3) without the constant (B(n))?
on its right hand side.

We split the family {Q!} in two:

(i) i €T if

),
Ivatal |f_P ’f| < et,
Qi Jo <
or (ii) i € ITif

1

Su@) =T T w@f)+ Y S @)1+
J

i€l Q?tCQf i€ll Q;ltCQf

Then

To estimate the second sum I we will use (I8) and (I5):

11 < Zw(Qi> P <6t|Qt|/ PQ§f|> w(Q;)

i€l
llall”

> a@) w(@)) < 7 -a(@)w(@).

3

<
T oentr
To estimate I we use the fact that w € Ao (1) and therefore it satisfies (B). Thus
P
1(Uget cqr Qq-t)
@) =Y w( |J @< (‘Q(TQ) w(@Q)).
el Q;?” cQt icl PG

Now to estimate the inner unweighted part we first observe that by (I7) and

(e

Py = Paf| = |Por(f = Pof)l < s /Q T = Pofldu =1t

and hence by (1))

1 1
gt = —/ I — Pofldp < —/ | — Po: fldpi+ 4,
(@) Jou u(@Q1) Jou ’
and then

w@Q™" < /Q 1f ~ Poyfldn.

(=)t
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Therefore
1
n( U @h= > w@hHs Y W/ |f = Poifldu
Qrca; QrcQ! Qrcal %
< /If Po fldp < ——u(QY)
W - t =~ i)
T (a—Mt Jor @ q—"

since i € I. Combining this estimate with (24)), we get

r< =S5 Su@),

(a7 icl
and finally
IECAE (W > (@) + %a@)rw(@)) ,
as desired.

The third step. We now are ready to prove ([[9). Let {y > 0 be a constant to be
chosen in a moment, and let ¢ such that ¢ — v > 1. Also, we denote E(Q,ty) = Ey
and E(Q,q™ty) = Ep, for m =1,2,---. We have the inclusions

EgDE1D--Ep D,

To each set E,, we assign and fix a family of cubes {Q"} following the method
described above in the first step. We start by taking the family {Q%} = {Q!°},
corresponding to the first level set Ey, and from this we obtain {Q}} and we keep
repeating the procedure. Then we have

YetoeioyYeio--olJoro--,
i i i i
and by (22) we have, p—almost everywhere,

Encl oy
i

Therefore

w(Bm) <Y w(@f") = I(m).
i
Now, since ¢ > v we have by the good-A inequality (23] that

P m — wa T’LU
Im) < CTm 1)+ € e -a(Q) w(@Q),

and hence for each m =1,2,---
(¢"t0)"1(m) (g™ "to)"I(m — 1)
w(Q) w(Q)
Also for m = 0 there is a corresponding inequality:
tI(0) _ Cq"llall”
< a(Q)",
w@ = e @

since I(0) < Cw(Q), € < |lal|, and by choosing tg = qa(Q).

lall”

o a(Q)".

(25) <Cq'¢ +Cq"
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Now for each N =1,2,---, we define

o @)Im)
SO(N)im:o,Lp--,N w(Q) = oo

Then, combining the last inequality with (23]), we get

a/'f"
MN)SCfﬁﬂN%+CJ%£ﬂ@Y,

and we can choose € > 0 sufficiently small so that

P(N) < Call" a(Q)"

This means that

’U}(Et) r
t" < Clall" a(@)",
oo < Clall @
for ¢t of the form ¢ = ¢"ty, m = 0,1,---. This immediately yields the result for
arbitrary ¢, concluding the proof of the theorem. O
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